




Using these criteria, the national marks of Denmark, Finland, Ireland, the Netherlands, Portugal 
and Switzerland without the Common Control Mark are acceptable in the UK.

Spain has a dual system of Assay Office marking and licensed manufacturers marking. 
The only Spanish marks which conform to the British Hallmarking Council criteria are marks 
including the following symbols:-

A1 V1  M1

National hallmarks of countries outside the European Economic Area are not legal in the UK. 
Articles from these countries must be hallmarked in the UK or Convention hallmarked in one of the
convention countries before being offered for sale. Goods which do not meet these criteria must be
tested and hallmarked by a UK Assay Office.

Testing & Hallmarking

UK Hallmarks consist of a minimum of three symbols.

Sponsor’s mark

Fineness mark

Assay Office mark

The fineness mark indicates that the article has been tested and is of at least the fineness stated.

X-ray Fluorescence instruments are used to analyse the precious metal content of articles submitted
for hallmarking. Some products are plated to give an even or uniform surface finish. In order to
analyse the material it may be necessary to remove some of the plating to expose the surfaces to 
be tested. 

No negative tolerances are allowed in the UK, and all parts of the article must be of the same
fineness.

The following finenesses are permitted in the UK:

Gold: 999, 990, 916, 750, 585, 375
Silver: 999, 958, 925, 800
Platinum: 999, 950, 900, 850
Palladium: 999, 950, 500
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